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goes on to announce his arrival. At the critical moment
Leyla's sense of duty prevails and she refrains from the
interview, but requests that Mejnun sing some love songs to
her, which he does and then flies back into the wastes.

The story of Mejniin and the beautiful verses he composes
are known everywhere and attract the wonder and admiration
of many. Among these is Selam of Baghdad, a young man
who, being himself a lover and a poet, is strongly attracted
to the now famous Mejnun. He therefore seeks out the latter,
and, rilled with admiration of his constancy and talents, offers
to become his companion, Mejnun tries to dissuade him, but
as he is importunate, he allows him to remain. The privations
of the hermit's desert-life, however, soon prove too much
for the young man, who finds himself compelled to abandon
his chosen master and return to the comforts of his city-home.
Still he takes back with him many beautiful poems which
form the delight of all who hear them.

There is another unfortunate lover, Zeyd by name, who
is smitten with an unhappy passion for his cousin Zeyneb,
and who, being poor, is rejected by his uncle, the girl's
father. Leyla hears of this young poet (he too is a poet)
and taking pity on him, tries to comfort him, and from time
to time she employs him as a messenger between Mejnun
and herself. Her husband Ibn-us-Selam dies, being deeply
distressed by her behaviour towards him. Zeyd hurries off
to carry the news to Mejnun. On his return, Leyla sends
him back with fine robes and turban for her lover, and a
prayer that he will come to her. Mejnun dons the garments
she has sent and sets out for her dwelling-place, attended
by his troop of wild animals. Zeyd brings word of his
approach, and Leyla goes out to welcome him; but as soon
as they catch sight of one another, they fall down in a swoon,
overcome by the intensity of their emotion. They lie there